BEFORE THE STATE COMMISSION
ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

CJC No. 20-0880

PUBLIC REPRIMAND

HONORABLE BARBARA STALDER
280™ FAMILY PROTECTIVE ORDER COURT
HOUSTON, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

During its meeting on October 22 & 26-29, 2021, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct
concluded a review of the allegations against the Honorable Barbara Stalder, 280" Family Protective
Order Court, Houston, Harris County, Texas. Judge Stalder was advised by letter of the Commission’s
concerns and provided a written response. Judge Stalder appeared before the Commission on April 8,
2022, and gave testimony.

Background

Complainant, Derrick Saulsberry, an attorney, alleged that during a protective order hearing, Judge
Stalder threatened to hold him in contempt for not answering her questions concerning an exchange
between himself and the mother-in-law of his client, in the hallway outside Judge Stalder’s courtroom.
Mr. Saulsberry later answered Judge Stalder’s question confirming that he had used profanity during his
exchange with Mr. Taylor’s mother-in-law in the hallway. Judge Stalder ordered Mr. Saulsberry to
apologize in open court. Judge Stalder directed her bailiff take Mr. Saulsberry into custody. Mr.
Saulsberry was physically shackled to the jury box throughout this period and in the presence of observers
in a full courtroom as Judge Stalder continued to discuss the matters related to the case with the parties. .

While investigating Mr. Saulsberry’s complaint, Commission Staff discovered information
regarding another attorney, Mr. Samuel Milledge II, who Judge Stalder had allegedly ordered shackled in
the jury box in her court, in a similar fashion, sometime shortly after the incident involving Mr. Saulsberry.

In her written responses to the Commission, Judge Stalder stated, with respect to the incident
involving Mr. Saulsberry, that she did instruct her bailiff to escort Mr. Saulsberry to the jury box, but did
not deny that she ever asked him to take Mr. Saulsberry into custody or that Mr. Saulsberry in fact was
shackled at any time. Regarding the incident involving Mr. Milledge, Judge Stalder stated she did instruct
her bailiff to escort Mr. Milledge to the jury box, and upon reviewing the reporter’s record from that matter












