
   

 

BEFORE THE STATE COMMISSION  
ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

CJC NO. 20-1561            

PUBLIC ADMONITION 
 

HONORABLE ROBERT D. BURNS, III 
CHIEF JUSTICE, 5TH COURT OF APPEALS1 

DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

 During its meeting on August 11-13, 2021, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct concluded 
a review of the allegations against the Honorable Robert D. Burns, III, Chief Justice, 5th Court of Appeals, 
Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.  Judge Burns was advised by letter of the Commission’s concerns and 
provided written responses.  Judge Burns appeared before the Commission on August 12, 2021, and gave 
testimony. 

After considering the evidence before it, the Commission enters the following findings and 
conclusions: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. At all times relevant hereto, the Honorable Robert D. Burns, III, was the judge of Dallas County 

Criminal District Court No. 1, Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. 
2. Judge Burns presided over a criminal case styled, State of Texas v. Charles Wayne Phifer (the 

“Phifer Case”) in 2018.  The case involved allegations that Defendant, Charles Wayne Phifer 
(“Phifer”), had caused the death of 4-year-old girl, Leiliana Wright (“Leiliana”), through the 
torture/beating of Leiliana  in March 2016. 

3. Judge Burns presided over the jury trial in the Phifer Case from October 8, 2018, through October 
15, 2018. 

 
1 The instant complaint relates to an underlying criminal case before Judge Burns while he was the presiding judge of Dallas 
County Criminal District Court No. 1.  Now-Chief Justice Burns was elected to the position of Chief Justice of the Dallas Court 
of Appeals in November 2018, taking that bench on January 1, 2019. 
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