
   

 

BEFORE THE STATE COMMISSION  

ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

CJC NO. 19-18-57             

PUBLIC WARNING  
AND  

ORDER OF ADDITIONAL EDUCATION 
 

HONORABLE SANDRA PLASTER 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 2 

CANTON, VAN ZANDT COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

During its meeting on April 2, 2020, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct concluded a review 
of the allegations against the Honorable Sandra Plaster, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2, Canton, Van 
Zandt County, Texas. Judge Plaster was advised by letter of the Commission’s concerns and provided 
written responses. After considering the evidence before it, the Commission enters the following 
findings and conclusions: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. At all times relevant hereto, the Honorable Sandra Plaster was the Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2 
in Canton, Van Zandt County, Texas. 

2. Pattern Energy Group is constructing a solar farm in Van Zandt County called Old Jackson Solar 
that has generated controversy in the local community and opposition from many residents.  

3. Judge Plaster’s family owns land that adjoins the property on which the solar farm is being built 
and she has been publicly vocal about her opposition to the project.  

4. In or around February 2019, Judge Plaster approached Department of Public Safety Sergeant 
Raymond Bradshaw to complain about the commercial vehicles associated with the solar farm 
project. In a sworn statement to the Commission, Sergeant Bradshaw stated: 

JP Plaster engaged me in conversation in the hallway outside my office and 
asked me to send my Troopers to the south end of the county to target 
commercial vehicles. JP Plaster stated that there were “Mexican” truck drivers 
running up and down the roads with no licenses and that they were overweight 
and tearing up our roads. JP Plaster wanted me to specifically target the dump 
trucks that worked for a construction firm that was responsible for building 
[the solar farm].  
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5. In his sworn statement to the Commission, Corporal Skinner stated that Judge Plaster “seemed to 
insinuate” that DPS troopers “should and could stop the 18 wheelers coming through that area 
because she believed most of those driver[s] to be Mexican and possibly not having a driver’s 
license to operate those trucks.”  Further, “Judge Plaster continued to say we as Troopers could 
make our day by writing tickets to those Solar Farm people trying to come into our area for 
business.”  Corporal Skinner indicated that “it seemed very apparent that [Judge Plaster] did not 
approve of the Solar Farm trying to come into Van Zandt County and wanted to do everything 
she could to prevent that from happening.” 

6. In a sworn statement to the Commission, Trooper Faglie identified three instances in which 
Judge Plaster “voiced displeasure, questionable remarks and inappropriate/unprofessional 
requests” to himself and other Troopers about the solar farm project. 

7. According to Trooper Fraglie, in or around May of 2019, Judge Plaster went to the DPS Office 
to ask if any of the Troopers “had contacted any semi-trucks or drivers which were going to or 
from the Solar Plant project site.”  Trooper Faglie averred that when the Troopers informed her 
they were unaware of any such contact being made, Judge Plaster “began stating that they were 
all ‘illegal’. . . they were all driving up and down load zone restricted roads and all the drivers 
they had employed were ‘Mexicans’. . . that ‘None of them had driver[‘s] licenses, since they are 
Mexican.”     

8. Several weeks later, Judge Plaster spoke to Trooper Faglie when she called the DPS office to 
complain that “semi-trucks were driving up and down the load zone restricted roads again and 
they were all being driven by ‘Mexicans.’”  Trooper Faglie stated that Judge Plaster asked him to 
“send a unit down there to ‘shut them down’” for being overweight and lacking driver’s licenses. 
When Trooper Faglie explained that the Troopers in Van Zandt County are not able to weigh the 
vehicles, Judge Plaster responded, “We just need someone to come down here and get them 
stopped.” 

9. Soon after this conversation ended, Judge Plaster called Trooper Faglie’s personal cell phone to 
tell him the semi-trucks were still “burning up the roads” and to inform him of their exact 
location. Trooper Faglie told the Commission, “By her immediate knowledge, I was given the 
understanding [Judge Plaster] was currently driving in the area looking for and possibly 
following the semi-trucks.”  

10. Trooper Kevin Howell received a telephone call from Judge Plaster about overweight 
commercial vehicles lacking the “correct requirement.”  In his sworn statement, Trooper Howell 
indicated that when he told Judge Plaster they were unable to enforce weight restrictions, she 
advised him that certain of the drivers did not have “the correct driver’s license” to operate such 
vehicles. 

11. In her written response to the Commission’s inquiry, Judge Plaster acknowledged that she spoke 
to Sergeant Bradshaw about the commercial vehicles associated with the solar farm project, and 
that she did so out of her “deep concerns” about the excessive speed at which the vehicles were 
being operated and the rocks they were throwing off, one of which broke her windshield.   

12. Judge Plaster denied giving Sergeant Bradshaw “instructions” to stop the trucks – only 
expressing her concerns “as a citizen.”  Judge Plaster said, “Exactly what I told [Sergeant 
Bradshaw] I do not recall, other than there were ‘rock-haulers’ in my precinct that were 
overweight, based upon what I saw and were ‘tearing up’ our roads.” 

13. Judge Plaster acknowledged that she communicated with Trooper Faglie and other Troopers 
about the solar farm vehicles, explaining that she was again expressing personal concern about 
the rocks being thrown by the trucks. 
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